
April 11, 2012

Dear James F. Doughty students, families, and 
friends,

We hope you will join us this spring as we read and discuss the powerful, and 
moving story, A Long Walk to Water: based on a true story, by the award-
winning author, Linda Sue Park. 

We invite our students who have chosen to read the book, along with their 
reading partners, to join us the evening of May 31st for a light dinner, and 
engaging discussion centered around the book. The highlight of the evening will 
be a discussion, via Skype, with the author, Linda Sue Park.

In addition to our evening discussion on May 31st, we also have a terrific line-
up of after school activities planned. These activities are open to any student, 
whether or not they have signed up to read A Long Walk to Water. (See page 2)

Complete and return this permission form to Mrs. Patterson, Librarian, or your child’s Science 
teacher.

Child’s name: ____________________________________________

Please check all that apply:

____  Yes, my child will participate in reading A Long Walk to Water with the following
 reading partner ____________________________________

____ Yes, my child and their reading partner will attend the dinner, discussion, and Skype activity on 
Thursday, May 31st

Parent/Guardian’s name: _____________________________________  Phone # _________

 Connecting with our kids 
through books

Spring 2012 discussion

List of activities on page 2

Praise for A Long Walk to 
Water by Linda Sue Park

“Newbery Medalist Park's 
(The Single Shard) spare, 
hard-hitting novel delivers a 
memorable portrait of two 
children in Sudan--one an 
11-year-old Lost Boy, Salva, 
who fled in 1985 and later 
immigrated to the United 
States, and 11-year-old Nya, 
who collects water for her 
village in 2008.” 

Publisher’s Weekly, 2010

How to participate in the book discussion

1. Assist your son or daughter in finding a reading partner who has agreed to 
share the copy of A Long Walk to Water.

2. Fill out the slip below indicating with whom your child will be reading, and 
whether your child and reading partner will attend the event on the 31st of 
May.

3. Your child will be given some questions to think about while reading, or re-
reading, that can be shared with his/her reading partner.

4. Review the list of activities (p. 2) and encourage your child to participate in as 
many as possible! (attending the activities is not required--just an option)

5. Further details regarding the dinner, discussion, and Skype event on May 31st 
will be sent out the first week in May.



All of our JFD students are welcome to attend these after school activities in April and May!

April - Sign up for a copy of A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
Students who are interested in participating in the Skype dinner/discussion on May 31st are asked 
to return the form on page 1 so they can read the book with a partner before the event on the 31st.

Make your own African clay water vessel
Wednesday, April 25th & May 2nd
Join Mrs. Robbins in making beautiful clay African water vessels that will be formed, painted, 
glazed and then fired in a kiln!
In the art room, 2:30 - 3:30
*Please sign up for this activity outside the Main Office

Field trip to Bangor Water Treatment Plant
Tuesday, May 1st
Come see how the Bangor Treatment Plant cleans our used Bangor water and makes it clean 
enough to raise Atlantic Salmon. Also, help the plant release this year’s salmon into
the Penobscot River! Teacher leader: Mr. Mick Evans
Leave JFD @ 2:30 - return to JFD @ 4:45, bus will become the late bus
*Permission slip required - available in the library or outside the Main Office

Culture Club
Tuesday, May 8th
Come celebrate African culture! There will be food, music, and a special 
student-led presentation of the book.
Teacher leaders: Mrs. Schuiling, Mrs. Erb
In room 112 or 113, 2:30 - 3:30
*Please sign up for this activity outside the Main Office

Cooking Club
Wednesday, May 9th
Learn how to make some tasty African recipes!
In the JFD kitchen, 2:30 - 3:30
*Please sign up for this activity outside the Main Office

Book Discussions in the Library - Looking closely at our water 
“footprint” and Life in Southern Sudan today
Tuesday, May 15th, and Thursday, May 24th, 2:30 - 3:30

G33K Squad (a.k.a. Science Club)
Wednesday, May 16th
Join the G33K Squad as we investigate various filtering methods to see which produces the clearest 
water. We’ll also head outside for some water races. A 4:00 late bus will be provided.
In room 102 and JFD soccer field, 2:30 - 3:30
*Please sign up for this activity outside the Main Office

Dinner, Discussion, and Skype event! (this is open to A Long Walk to Water readers only)
Thursday, May 31st  5:30 - 8:00 p.m. @ JFDS
Student readers and their reading partners are invited to attend
*Permission slip required - available in the library or outside the Main Office

Learn about the world’s access 
to clean drinking water, and 
how we can monitor our own 
water use!
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