
October 1, 2014

Dear James F. Doughty students, families, and friends,

We hope you will join us this fall as we read and discuss the book, Counting by 7s, by 
Holly Goldberg  Sloan. As in years past, we have chosen books for our school-wide 
discussions that offer us a window into another middle schooler’s life. In this story,  we 
will meet the compelling and unique character, twelve-year-old  Willow Chance.

We invite students who have chosen to read the book, along  with a reading  partner, 
(parent, older sibling, other relative, close family friend) to join us the evening of 
November 10th, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for a light dinner and engaging  discussion 
centered around the book. The highlight of the evening  will be a discussion, via Skype, 
with the book’s author, Holly Goldberg Sloan. Students who are unable to find a 
reading partner are still welcome to attend that evening and may bring a guest.

In addition to our evening  discussion November 10th, we also have a terrific line-up 
of after school activities planned. These activities are open to any student, whether or 
not they have signed up to read Counting by 7s. (see page 2)

 Connecting	 with	 Our	 Students	 Through
Books	 and	 Discussion	 @	 JFDS

2014-2015 theme is “Getting Rooted in Reading”

How to participate:

1. Assist your son or daughter in finding a reading partner who has agreed to also read Counting by 7s. If you are unable to 
find a reading partner, your child is still welcome to invite a guest to our evening gathering on the November 10th. 

2. Review the list of activities on page 2, and encourage your child to participate in as many as possible! 

3. Sign and return the permission form on page 3.

4. Finally, mark your calendars if you’ve chosen to attend the Dinner, Discussion and Skype event on Monday, November 10th

“Willow's story is one of 
renewal, and her journey 
of rebuilding the ties that 
unite people as a family 
will stay in readers' hearts 
long after the last page.”

-School Library 
JournalStarred Review

More about Counting by 7s
“In a voice that is frank, charming, and delightfully odd, Willow Chance narrates the strange and heartbreaking 
circumstances that lead her to find an offbeat, patchwork quilt of a family. As an adopted, self-identified “person of 
color,” precocious genius Willow unabashedly knows that she is different, but her parents love and support her 
idiosyncrasies, such as wearing her gardening outfit to school, her preoccupation with disease, her anthropological 
curiosity about her peers, and her obsession with the number seven. That self-assuredness shines through Willow’s 
narrative and becomes crucial to her survival after the unexpected death of her parents, which makes Willow a 
prime candidate for life in a group home—an environment that could be disastrous for an unusual child like her. 
Luckily, she finds new friends who are compelled to protect her: Mai and her family, who live in the garage behind 
the nail salon they own, and Willow’s slouch of a guidance counselor, Dell. Sloan (I’ll Be There, 2011) has 
masterfully created a graceful, meaningful tale featuring a cast of charming, well-rounded characters who learn 
sweet—but never cloying—lessons about resourcefulness, community, and true resilience in the face of loss.”
-- Booklist magazine, Starred Review

For more information on the 
book, visit:
http://
hollygoldbergsloan.com/
counting-by-7s.php



October 6-10
  Copies are available for students to check out from the Library. We ask that students 
  read, share and return their copies once they’ve finished so we can move the copies on 
  to more students! Thanks:)
  See Mrs. Patterson in the Library

October 8
  Photographing sevens
  Bring in seven special items, or explore around school to find items that come in sevens. 
  We will provide the cameras...you bring your artistic energy!
  2:30-3:30 in the Library with Mrs. Mourkas, Mrs. Simoneau, and Mrs. Patterson

October 15
  Garden Art
  Join us as we make beautiful art to use in our JFDS gardens, and our gardens at home. 
  2:30-3:30 in the Cafeteria with Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Harvey and Mrs. Patterson

October 22
  Meet one of the gardening specialists from Bangor’s Sprague’s Nursery
  We will have some hand’s-on gardening activities and advice for starting your very own 
  garden!
  2:30-3:30 in the Library with Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. Patterson

October 29
  “Geeking” out Counting by 7s with the JFD G33K Squad
  Experience seven different mini-activities as we explore the world of Counting by 7s. 
  2:30-3:30 in the Library with Mrs. Vassiliev, Mrs. Bernhardt, and Mrs. Patterson

November 5
  Join the JFD Cooking Club and learn how to make Vietnamese spring rolls...yum!
  Sign up required outside the Library.
  2:30-4:00 in the JFDS cafeteria with Mrs. Novak and Mrs. Patterson
    

November 10
  Dinner, Discussion and Skype with author Holly Goldberg Sloan
  5:30-7:30 p.m. @ JFDS
  Students who have either read, or listened to the book in class may attend.
  A more detailed flyer and R.S.V.P. information will be coming home in late October.

All JFDS students are welcome to attend the following after school 
activities in October and November!



We will do our best to make sure that everyone interested in reading Counting by 7s receives a 
copy!

Complete and return this permission form to Mrs. Patterson in the Library a.s.a.p.

Student’s name: ____________________________________________

Please check all that apply:

____  Yes, please provide a copy of the book, Counting by 7s, for my child to read.

____  The following person has elected to read the book along with my child
 (not required): __________________________________________________________

____ Yes, my child and their reading partner and/or family member will attend the 
 dinner, discussion, and Skype activity on Monday, November 10th
 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Parent/Guardian’s name: _____________________________________  Phone # _________

Signed _____________________________________
                     (parent or guardian signature)


